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Finding the Missing Portrait

Submitted by Susan Wooldridge

A Wikipedia page dedicated to
Dr. Simmons Jones Baker describes
him as a very respectable and well
accomplished gentleman. Alongside
the long list of accomplishments on
this page, you will find a black and
white photograph of a profile of Dr.
Baker (shown at right). Back in the
year 2014, the caption under the photo
said: “Portrait of Simmons Baker
hangs in the Grand Lodge of North
Carolina Building in Raleigh. “ This
caption has since been removed, but
it was there when Karen Baker and
I were planning our family history
road trip. We read the caption and
believed it! (After all, everything we
read in Wikipedia is true, right?) We
had this vision of visiting the Grand
Lodge and seeing this painting,
beautifully framed and displayed on
a wall.
In preparation for our trip, Karen
contacted Grand Secretary T. Walton

portrait, he quickly
Clapp
III,
who
led us to a storage
worked at the Grand
room
where
a
Lodge. She asked if
painting was leaning
we could stop by and
against a wall. It
see it. He invited us
was not what we
to visit any afternoon
expected: not only
that they were open.
was the painting not
We took our 10hanging on a wall,
day Baker family
but it was not even
history trip in May
the actual painting!
of 2014. I am not
The image on the
a genealogist, so I
canvas was actually
relied very heavily
a group of four small
on Karen. She did a
portraits that shared
lot of hand-holding.
the canvas space. Mr.
I still wonder at her
Clapp explained that
ability to put up
this painting was a
with a novice such
reproduction of four
as myself for a full 10
Dr. Simmons Jones Baker
original portraits of
days!
On May 23, 2014, we stopped by the past Grand Master Masons. It had
Grand Lodge of North Carolina and been made several years ago by an
were met by Grand Secretary Clapp. artist in China. He pointed out that
He graciously took the time to give one of the four men was our beloved
us tour of their beautiful State Lodge Dr. Baker! Mr. Clapp added that
building. When we asked about the
See PORTRAIT on Page 4
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Making Connections
Contributed by Brent Baker

The personal connections are always the best ones.
No matter the painstaking research, the
uncovering of lost family stories, the piecing
together of centuries-old mysteries, what
binds us together is more deeply personal
than that. In gathering at Smithfield last
fall, names on family trees and faces seen
in images became real as many of us met in
person for the first time.
I often wonder what our stories will
sound like when told by our great-greatgrandchildren’s grandchildren 200 years from now?

There’s no way to know what pieces of history we take
for granted today will be preserved, and which will be
lost. That’s one reason the work of the Bakers of Buckland
Society is so worthwhile.
I gained a fresh appreciation for the
importance of these connections, our
stories, two summers ago when my
grandfather, Raymond Gerald Baker,
passed away. I was working at a newspaper
at the time and had done a number of
features on World War II veterans, sharing
snapshots from the lives during and after
the War of the Greatest Generation.
After his passing I wrote of my grandfather’s war
experience, of being tossed into the ocean when his
minesweeper was destroyed in the South Pacific. He was
severely wounded that day - at one point left for dead but lived to the age of 95.
Little did I know where that story would lead.
Several months later I received a call from a woman
who had come across my story online. It turned out she
was the granddaughter of another World War II veteran,
who as it turned out had served alongside by grandfather
on that same ship.
She was writing a book about her own grandfather’s
experience, and I was able to share with her a transcript
of his recollections that she used to help complete her
book.
Of course, some of what my grandfather and what
her grandfather remembered were different, what with
the “fog of war” and 50 years of intervening life. But
somehow even those differences, and finding a common
connection with someone else whose life was affected by
the same catastrophic events half a century later, added
a dimension of reality to those accounts that I hadn’t felt
before.
I think of that as I read through the extensive research
lovingly compiled by many in our extended family that
reaches into a history that gets more shadowy the deeper
we look. There’s excitement in discovery, and a certain
texture even in the conflicting versions of events, or dates,
or people that we find.
The stories that we enjoy revealing about our ancestors
were to them as mundane - or as tragic - as our own
everyday lives.
But those are also the things that bind us together - the
connections that we’ve forged in the here and now - as
well as the blood and history that we share.

From
the
Editor

Elected Officers for 2016
GENEALOGISTS
Bob Baker
Karen Baker

MANAGING OFFICERS

John Baker, President
Susan Wooldridge, Secretary/Treasurer
Karen Baker, Online Tree Manager
Jim Baker, Director of IT

TOUR OFFICERS

Roger Vann Smith – Buckland Plantation House Tours, Gates,
NC
Danielle Haymore – Genealogy Library Tours in Salt Lake City,
UT
Josiah Baker – Raleigh, NC Tours

CORPORATE DIRECTORS
Susan Wooldridge, NE
Roger Vann Smith, NC
Devin Crowl, FL

CONTACT US:
Send all inquiries to our Secretary,
Susan Wooldridge
3314 N. 129th Circle
Omaha, NE 68164
Phone: 402.502.3833
Email: woolilabs@gmail.com
or
Newsletter Editor Brent Baker
halfbaked.bb@gmail.com
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Visiting Ancestral Grounds

St. Michaels and The Angels at Pirbright where John and Agnes Baker (grandparents of Henry 0) raised their family and were buried in
the 1500s.
Contributed by Bob Baker

Charlene and I visited our Baker ancestral/heritage
locations in London and adjacent counties of Surrey,
Sussex and Kent, England this past fall. It was wonderful
and emotional to visit the churches where our ancestors
in the sixteenth century, and earlier, worshipped, married
and had their children christened!
We first visited St. Andrews Church in Holborn. Our
Lawrence Baker of Surrey Co., Virginia, worshipped here
when he returned to England from Virginia to, I believe,
attend one of the Inns of Court nearby. He lived with
his brother James on the Holborn Viaduct adjacent to St.
Andrews. He and Elizabeth Howell were married and
had their children christened here.
It was a privilege to meet the new Bishop of Fulham, The
Rt. Rev. Jonathan Baker and his wife Susie who live in the
Vicarage at St. Andrews. They invited us into their sitting
room where we met Sir John Baker, the Bishop’s father. We
had a pleasant conversation about our Baker family and
what they know about theirs but didn’t find any definite
links. You can imagine our surprise to discover the new
Bishop was named Baker but were a little disappointed
we couldn’t find a “link”. It was a memorable experience

nonetheless!
The Society of Genealogists in London has a wealth of
information and resources for research. I joined and spent
hours in their book stacks researching wonderful volumes
and resources on our family connections, however I
needed many more hours to explore!
Our explorations out into the countryside included
standing on the shore of The Thames at Gravesend where
Henrys (0) and 1, and Lawrence sailed for the Virginia
Colony; standing in the Pirbright church St.Michaels and
The Angels where John and Agnes Baker (late 1500s)
raised their family and were buried. John and Agnes
were the parents of John Baker, grandparents of Henry
(0) and Lawrence, great grandparents of Henry 1. With
the help of some friendly people in the village we were
able to meet the Pirbright Historians Jonathan and Joan
Foster whose records confirmed the names we had of the
Bakers in Pirbright. We enjoyed a lovely afternoon in their
charming cottage surrounded with their history books
and records.
Before returning home we visited Smithfield Market in
Holborn. How fun to then go to Smithfield, Virginia to
host our first Bakers of Buckland Family Reunion, high
tides, flooding and fun!
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Portrait

Continued from Page 1

plans were being made to display it soon.
The reproduction was colorful and attractive, but where
was the original portrait? The Grand Secretary told us
that he honestly did not know. But he assured us that it
was somewhere in their storage. He was quite generous,
and made the effort to look for it while we were there. He
took us to another storage room. He told us that their old
portraits had been cut from their frames and stored flat in
drawers and on shelves. I later learned that they have an
estimated 230 portraits stored this way. He began to search
through drawers. He pulled out dozens of delicate painted
canvasses and laid them on the tops of file cabinets for us
to look through. Then he moved on to more drawers, and
pulled out more portraits. He laid these on the top of a big
wooden table. All three of us searched. We looked at each
one. It was not here...it was not there. He looked in several

Susan Wooldridge Baker and Karen Baker show off the portrait of
Dr. Simmons Jones Baker.

places, and after about 25 minutes told us that he really
was beginning to believe he would not be able to find it
for us. Was it really lost? He did not think so. But it was
definitely “misplaced.” We were so disappointed! And a
little bit worried, I might add!
We moved on to discussing their library: pamphlets and
books wherein we might find a mention of Dr. Baker. I
excused myself to go to the ladies room, and upon my
return was excited to discover that while I was away, Mr.
Clapp had had some sort of revelation and had checked
“one more spot” for the portrait - and he found it! There it
4

Update from Susan:
Our organization has successfully raised
sufficient funds to pay for the restoration of
the portrait. The Masons in Raleigh, NC are
proceeding with the restoration. Once the final
costs are known, we hope to hold a Check
Presentation Ceremony later this year. Watch
your email for further announcements!
Update from our friend Jonathan Underwood at
the Grand Lodge in Raleigh:
“The portrait is in Chicago and will take about
16 weeks to restore. So, we expect to have it by
the end of summer/early fall. We will have a final
cost estimate (including framing) as soon as we
know the new dimensions of the painting after
it’s stretched.” He also noted that the discounted
restoration price appears to be in line with our
revised expectations.
was! Boy did it look old! It was about 2 feet wide and 2.5
feet tall, and it had an old, damaged mat glued to it. Like
the others, Dr. Baker’s portrait had been removed from its
frame. It appeared a bit dirty and paint had chipped off
in a few places. Nonetheless, we were thrilled to see it in
person!
Karen and I cheerfully posed with the portrait for a
photo, and I took several high resolution photographs of
it, too.
But I could not stop thinking about how I wished it were
properly preserved, framed and displayed on a wall! Then I
had an idea. I wondered if the masons would ever consider
allowing someone to “sponsor” a portrait to preserve it? So
as we were leaving, I asked Mr. Clapp if such a thing were
possible. He smiled and said they had not done it before,
but donations are always graciously accepted.
I clung to the small hope that he had given me, and
once Bakers of Buckland Society, Inc. (BBS) was in a
good position to take on a project, I offered to sponsor a
project to restore this portrait. According to our bylaws,
the BBS Board of Directors must formally approve of any
project that will operate tax free under the name of BBS ,
and so I filled out the form and presented it to the Board.
Now, a year and a half later, we have established a good
relationship with the Lodge, completed our fundraiser,
and the portrait is on its way to a studio in Chicago for
evaluation and restoration!
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Touring the grounds at Shoal Bay during last fall’s Bakers of Buckland reunion.

2015 Bakers of Buckland Society reunion highlights

By Brent Baker

Rain and significant flooding curtailed some of the
outdoor activities at the 2015 Bakers of Buckland
Society Reunion, but the gathering of Baker relations
last October still provided a great time of reunions and
introductions for many of us.
Flooding not only made getting into and out of our
hotel parking lot at Smithfield Station an adventure,
but it meant that outings to Buckland Plantation and
the hidden cemetery featuring Simmons Jones Baker’s
marker were called off thanks to road closures and
safety concerns.
Despite that, successful tours were run to Shoal Bay originally purchased and developed by Henry I - and St.
Luke’s Church in Smithfield.
While the original structures at Shoal Bay are no longer
standing, the grounds provided an opportunity to see
the old Henry I and Mary Baker stomping grounds.
There were still the imprints of terraced gardens which have been referred to as the first formal gardens
in Virginia - remaining in the hillside that led down to
the waterfront.
Following we were treated to a tour at St. Luke’s,
which was constructed in the early 1680s. In addition
to the extensive tour, we were able to hear a first-hand
example of how well the acoustics worked as Rev.
Michelle Baker-Wright provided us with a brief flute
performance.
Prior to touring, we had our annual meeting (highlights
below), and heard informative presentations from
Susan Baker Wooldridge on the growth of the Bakers
of Buckland Society, and Karen Baker and Bob Baker
highlighting some of their genealogical research.
Annual Meeting Highlights
Attending: Susan Wooldridge (chaired in lieu of John
Baker, who was unable to attend), Dan Wooldridge,
Karen Baker, Bob Baker, Charlene Baker, Brent Baker,
Thomas Baker, Sarah Beaulieu, Roger Smith (via phone).
Personnel: No changes to Officers. Karen Baker

From The Virginia Gazette (Williamsburg), Mar. 18, 1773, with reference to “Col. Baker”
and his grapes. Perhaps this prowess was originally developed in the terraced gardens at
Shoal Bay? Supplied by Karen Baker.

approved as Tree Manager (Danielle Haymore stepping
down); Thomas Baker stepped down as Genealogist.
Thomas Baker documents:
Thomas has eight legal-sized cabinets that he wants
relocated for safe-keeping. Suggestions made included
Smithfield Museum, Smithfield Historical Society,
Williamsburg, Gates Co. Historic Courthouse, but
no consensus reached other than the chosen location
should include archival services.
Simmons Jones Baker Portrait Restoration fundraiser
was launched.
2016 reunion tentatively set for first weekend of
October with location TBD (later determined to be
Seattle area).
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Family Tree updates

The Bakers of Buckland Society
tree now includes more than 2000
people with many more to be added.
If you have any photos of our dearly
departed ancestors that you would
like to share, they would be a great
addition to the tree. Please send any
additions/corrections to Karen Baker
at bakerkm@bigpond.com.
Karen is working on two projects:
the Bakers of Buckland Society tree
on ancestry.com and the Henry
and Mary descendant report using
a genealogy database. What’s the
difference? The 2000 plus people in
the BBS tree includes not just blood
descendants of Henry and Mary, but
also their spouses. The BBS tree will
contain as many people as possible,
including many who are alive today,
which is about 12 generations. The
Henry and Mary descendant report,
which now has over 2500 people, is
just blood descendants. Their spouses
are not included in the tally. The
Henry and Mary descendant report
includes just 8 generations.
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Genealogists’ Corner
Historical Narrative

Those who attended last year’s
reunion - or frequented our website
(http://bakersofbuckland.org) or our
Facebook page - have at the very
least seen reference to a pair
of lovingly researched books
detailing pieces of the lives and
times of the Baker family.
Thomas
Baker’s
Buckland
Plantation: 1670-2014 (top) details
the history of the Buckland Manor
House and surrounding area in
Gates County, North Carolina.
The book is filled with his
detailed findings based
upon
family writings (most
notably those of Dr.
Simmons Jones Baker
in 1847), county records
and other historical
documents to reconstruct
the history of the
plantations ownership
and boundaries.
The book can be
viewed and purchased on Amazon at
http://amzn.to/1SOL04y.

Covering a broader swath of Baker
history is Bob and Charlene Baker’s
Old English Roads to Colonial Cart Paths
and Wagon Trails
West, a nearly 400page volume that
traces the family
from shortly before
its 17th century
arrival in the New
World
to the
present day. Much
of the narrative
centers around the
Bakers’ lives in Virginia at Shoal Bay
and the Rocks; Buckland Plantation;
connections to families
such as the DeGraffenrieds,
Blakes, Brays, Allens and
others; family contributions
to the colonial days, the early
years of the United States and
the Civil War; and numerous
charts, documents and family
writings.
The book can be viewed and
purchased on the Blurb website
at the link: http://bit.ly/1LnIOjc.
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Buckland Manor House restoration

We have good news about the proposed restoration/
reconstruction of Historic Buckland Plantation’s Manor House!
On March 1, 2016, Smith/Buckland, Incorporated - a
closely held Smith-Cross family corporation - stewards
in fee of subject property, issued a formal “Request for
Proposals” to architectural/engineering firms to restore and
reconstruct Historic Buckland Plantation’s Manor House.
Restoration plans call for the reformation of this
historic structure, if feasible, to being “Historic Buckland
Plantation Congressional Gold Medal Tuskegee Airmen
Memorial - Bed & Breakfast.”
On March 8, 2016, an architectural/engineering firm

from Norfolk, VA evaluated the existing Historic Buckland
Plantation Manor House. The Livas firm is currently
developing a proposal and has verbally indicated it may be
able to assist Buckland’s stewards with discovering grant
funds toward the realization of the proposed restoration
project. It is too early, however, to have any timeline for
this proposed project’s realization. Furthermore, the Livas
firm pointed out several immediate needs to preserve
the edifice... things that need to be done soon to save the
structure in the interim.
Buckland’s stewards plans to address these suggested
issues during its forthcoming board meeting.

Renew Your Membership Today!
Extend my membership through December 31, 2017
ANNUAL DUES:
Renew My Membership
Title (Mr/Mrs/Ms)
Student Membership: $10
First Name:
Basic: $25
Middle Name:
Benefactor: $50
Last Name:
Henry Baker and Mary Blake Club: $250
Renew My Spouse
Student Membership: $5
Basic: $10
Benefactor: $15
Henry Baker and Mary Blake Club: $100
Renew My Child Under 18
Free
New Mailing Address? Please tell us!

ENTER YOUR TOTAL DUES or DONATION HERE: $
PAYMENT OPTIONS

A check is enclosed (to: Bakers of Buckland Society, Inc.)
Please send me an email so I can
use a credit card through PayPal

Complete this form and send it to:

Street:
City

Thank You!

State

Zip

Bakers of Buckland Society, Inc.
Attn: Susan Wooldridge
3314 N. 129th Circle
Omaha NE 68164

Not a Member? Join Us Now!
Title: (Mr/Mrs/Ms)

Yes! Please send me an application!

First Name:
Middle Name:

Member
Spouse
Child under 18

Last Name:
Your Mailing Address:

Complete this form and send to:

Street:
City

Which applications do you
want us to send you?

State

Zip:

Bakers of Buckland Society , Inc.
Attn: Susan Wooldridge
3314 N. 129th Circle
Omaha NE 68164
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Secretary, Bakers of Buckland Society, Inc.
3314 N. 129th Circle
Omaha, NE 68164
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